
STATEMENT FROM CONGRESSMAN JOHN W. OLVER ON THE PRESIDENT'S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

  
Iraq and Foreign Policy
            "            President Bush's foreign policy has been disastrous. This administration            disregards our closest allies and the international institutions which            America has long supported; rejects global treaties without debate            or alternative; and has deliberately misused intelligence to justify            military action. Our international credibility and moral authority            have been squandered on the war of choice that we are fighting in            Iraq.

            "            I join my fellow Democrats in fighting for a foreign            policy that makes America safer by reflecting American priorities – promoting            political and economic freedom and human rights, cooperating with            allies and friends, respecting international law and institutions,            and alleviating the long-term conditions that breed poverty, AIDS,            and instability around the world.

Iraq Troop Deployment
            "            Our service men and women answered the President's call to fight            in Iraq. Yet, as many as 40,000 soldiers do not have modern, standard-issue            body armor and are using Vietnam-era armor or nothing at all. Many            troops do not have adequate and safe drinking water, and whole units            have come down with dysentery. 

            "            The Pentagon's troop rotation schedule is in chaos. Our Guard            and Reserve forces are caught in a ‘hidden draft' that            was never announced or enacted by the Congress. Guard and Reserve            soldiers are being required to serve in Iraq far longer than they,            their families and their employers were originally told they would            be deployed. The Pentagon has barred more than 200,000 service members            from leaving the military even though they have fulfilled their service            requirements.

            "            Waging war in Iraq was a choice, not a necessity. Our            troops are paying the price in lives, safety and health for that choice."

Homeland Security
            "            The threats against the United States are still paramount.            We must continue to provide a strong national defense, but we need            to improve resources for first responders, such as police officers,            firefighters and emergency medical personnel, to meet security threats            here at home."

Economy and Jobs 
            "            President Bush claimed his economic policy is working            but, if you look at the facts, it has been a dismal failure. Since            President Bush took office, more than 2.3 million private sector jobs            have been lost, real median household income is down for the first            time in a decade, and a record $5 trillion surplus has been squandered.

            "            The President should be supporting targeted tax cuts            for middle-class families, new incentives to help small businesses            expand, new investments in infrastructure, and new initiatives to            strengthen our manufacturing sector and keep good jobs at home. Yet,            in the last year of his first term, he still favors corporate interests            and tax cuts for the wealthy, rather than for middle-class Americans."

Healthcare
            "            The President continues to champion the recently passed            Medicare legislation, however, seniors have not seen any of the benefits            The promises will be just that – promises – until 2006,            when seniors will have to depend upon private companies for whatever            relief they get. 

            "            I support a comprehensive Medicare prescription drug            benefit that makes prescription drugs more affordable, is available            to all, and is guaranteed through the Medicare program that we know            and trust.

            "            Prescription drugs are the single most costly factor            that has caused health insurance premiums to increase. We can provide            immediate relief for prescription drug costs to all Americans by enacting            reforms like those in Canada and other countries.

                           "                           The cost of health insurance for Americans rose on                           average 13.9 percent over the past year. It is no wonder                           that a record number of Americans can't afford                           health insurance and are uninsured."

Education
                           "                           The No Child Left Behind Act was supposed to improve                           education in public schools. The President has not                           kept his promise to make this bi-partisan legislation                           work. Instead, he under funded education by $9 billion                           in this year alone.

                           "                           Giving schools the resources they need is the only                           way to ensure that public education will improve."

Same-sex Marriage
                           "                           Before millions of Americans, President Bush, who characterizes                           himself as a unifier, not a divider, stated his divisive                           belief that gay Americans do not deserve the right                           to marriage that all other Americans enjoy. I believe                           that gay and lesbian citizens should have the same                           rights and responsibilities as other citizens.

                           "                           In 1996, I voted against the Defense of Marriage Act,                           which established a federal definition of marriage                           as only a legal union between one man and one woman.                           I will continue to support same-sex partners in their                           battle for equality. I oppose a constitutional amendment                           that would define marriage as the union of one man                           and one woman, at either the state or federal level."

Energy and the Environment
                           "                           Americans want and deserve clean air, clean water,                           and a safe environment. Democrats continue to fight                           to block the GOP efforts to weaken the Clean Air Act                           and are working to limit mercury, sulfur, nitrogen                           and carbon dioxide emissions from power plants. 

                           "                           The Energy bill that the President continues to push                           is dramatically flawed on two counts: it does nothing                           to lower our dependency on foreign oil and it contains                           billions of dollars in subsidies to the fossil fuel                           industry. The President has missed an opportunity to                           invest in clean energy technologies that will create                           millions of jobs while protecting our health and environment."
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